
Welcome to the August Newsletter. 
 MEEPPA’s annual Meeting will take 
place on Monday August 4th. at 7.30. P.M. 
followed by the General August Meeting, An-
nual  Reports and Elections of Of! ce bear-
ers.

Welcome

 Welcome back Mr. FootyReserve.At 
about 70+ cms. (25”)  is still the oldest and 
largest Owl we have identi! ed but we believe 
he might have a new ‘Missus’

 We have con! rmed the Nesting Places 
of the Owl Land Owls, Quinn Reserve and 
The Football Reserve. The pair at the Foot-
ball Ground have moved their location quite 
dramatically but after a lot of ! eld work by 
Franc and Clare they have been forced to re- 
de! ne their Nesting Core Area and Roosting 
Trees. They have been forced from their origi-
nal location by Human Interference – quite 
especially noise and ! res at the Camp. This 
will be discussed at the next MEEPPA meet-
ing. As these are usually our most successful 
pair any impact on their habitat is regarded as 
extremely serious.

 Also we believe that all the Mums are 
sitting at present and look forward in the next 
few weeks to some ‘squeaks’ coming from 
the Targeted Hollows.

OWL UPDATES

WORLD’S LAST 20 KILSYTH SOUTH SPI-
DER-ORCHIDS UP FOR SALE

 Maroondah Bushlinks has put out an 
urgent call to state and federal politicians to 
save the beautiful Kilsyth South Spider-or-
chid from extinction.

 The orchid is one of the world’s rar-
est plant or animal species. The total global 
population is about twenty individuals on a 
single, privately-owned vacant block at the 
foot of the Dandenong Ranges.

 The property has recently been put 
up for sale, creating the ! rst opportunity 
since the orchid was discovered in 1991 for 
government to buy the orchid’s habitat and 
add it to an abutting bushland reserve.

 Take action
 Maroondah Bushlinks is asking 
people to write to federal and state politi-
cians urging them to negotiate to bring the 
land into public ownership. To do so you 
can download a petition form, as well as an 
information sheet. Links to these ! les can 
be found from our website under the down-
loads section. 
http://www.meeppa.org/downloads.php

ADVOCACY 
AND ACTION

 Our next meeting on August 4 will be 
our AGM followed by the general meeting. 
It starts at 7:30pm in the Community Room, 
Wray Crescent. Everyone is welcome.

August events



 Franc will not be able to attend this 
at this stage due to a prior commitment but 
MEEPPA DO need representation because 
of our on-going work along Olinda Creek. It is 
basically only half a day. Registration  at 9.00. 
a.m.  to (Optional Lunch) at 1.30. P.M. This is a 
very special event for MEEPPA to attend be-
cause of our relationship with Melbourne Wa-
ter.

Making Connections - Yarra Catchment
We invite you to take part in the ! rst ‘Making 
Connections’ event for the Yarra Catchment.
When:  Saturday 16 August 2008
Venue:  The Country Place Retreat (180 Olinda 
Creek Road Kalorama)

Who should come along?
People who have a keen interest in protecting 
rivers and creeks in the Yarra Catchment.We 
hope to hear from a broad range of stakehold-
ers about how we can assist groups and or-
ganisations to connect with each other and us 
more effectively.

Our goal
We want to improve communication and build 
stronger relationships by developing new ways 
of working with organisations, groups and indi-
viduals who have an interest in the future of the 
Yarra Catchment.

Feedback from community
Recent feedback tells us that while we are cur-
rently doing a good job of listening to our com-
munity there are opportunities for improving 
coordination of joint efforts in the community.

 The event is an independently facilitated 
workshop. It relies on people with differing 
views coming together to share their experi-
ences and aspirations.

 You can register for this event online 
http://www.melbournewater.com.au/makingcon-
nections

Making Connections  
- Yarra Catchment 

 Friday morning our dear friend Jenny 
Tess lost her long, courageous and most digni-
! e d battle for life and passed away peacefully 
with her family by her bedside.

 One of the true characters of Mount 
Evelyn has only passed out of sight but her 
spirit will long be remembered by all of us who 
knew and loved her so well. She touched so 
many people in different ways and I personally 
will always remember her love and zest for life. 
Her love of a good laugh and her wicked sense 
of humour always ensured that for those very 
precious times you could always expect the 
unexpected and end up splitting at the seams 
with a major attack of the belly laughs. But then 
‘Jens’ no nonsense approach always combined 
with her love and compassion for those in less 
fortunate circumstances was only another one 
of her unique hallmarks. Her favourite greeting 
of ‘Hello Luv’, you knew came from the heart. 
It was no mere throwaway line because it was 
always said with that unwavering ability to put 
anyone at ease and once you earned the re-
spect and loyalty that this lady demanded you 
knew you’d have a friend for life. And we did"

Franc Smith wrote MEEPPAs eulogy for Jenny, 
this is a segment of it. You can read it all on the 
MEEPPA and Mt Evelyn websites.
http://www.meeppa.org
http://www.mt-evelyn.net

In Memory of 
Jenny Tessa


